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Beam me up, Scotty!

Everyone has heard of the multiple theories on the end of the world in 2012. 
One more reason for HOWL to have a close look at those theories, and most 
of all, to give you advice of how to cope with the situation. And to talk about all 
the things that need to be discussed.

Who the hell are the Mayas that they can determine everything? What is 
worth seeing and doing before the world ends? Do you just want to die? What 
is heaven like? Do they have cookies there?

Or do you want to leave the earth for a life in outer space? What does it feel 
like to fly warp nine? Maybe you would like stay and fight the end? Who can we 
look up to? What are the most powerful weapons to fight the endgame? Who 
will be the enemy? Will there be an enemy at all? Will he be our father?

What if we‘ll all survive? Will we have to finish our studies, go back to work 
every day? How will it be possible to buy Christmas gifts within a few days for 
all of humankind? Will Santa die of a heart-attack before he can deliver all the 
presents? 

The answer to everything is: forty-two.

Life. Loathe it or ignore it, you can’t like it. (Marvin)

The HOWL student magazine considers itself part of the Department of English and Linguistics and its student body. 
However, articles do neither necessarily refl ect the opinions of the Department, the Fachschaftsrat, or the editorial staff. 
The responsibility lies solely with the authors themselves.

We are HAPPY about all contributions we receive because YOU make the contents - we just put it together for you. 
Please send your ideas by email to <howl.magazine@googlemail.com>

Thanks to everyone who takes the time to mail us something they feel is funny. Also, we LOVE feedback - so feel free to 
tell us what you like. And in the unlikely case of dislike, just keep it to yourselves! ;)
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My time has nearly come. My race is almost run. I fully expect to come in last. (Marvin)That would destroy the universe completely. Good idea, if you ask me. (Marvin)

The End of the World  
in 2012

“Please allow me to introduce myself... my name 
is Apocalypse. You may have heard rumors that I am 
coming for a visit soon, and could cause quite a ruckus. 
Well, anything is possible... Let’s have a look at some of 
your theories you humans have developed.”

1. Mayan Calendar
Back when they were an advanced civilization living in 
Mexico‘s Yucatan Peninsula about 3,000 years ago, they 
developed around 15 to 20 calendars, all with a slightly 
different purpose: the Tzolk‘in was used to calculate 
crop cultivation, the Haab followed the cycles of the sun 
and the Long Count ticked off the harrowing last days 
until face-bursting ultimate destruction.

The Long Count calculates a period of time known 
as the Great Cycle, which is a count of about 5,125.36 
years. Scholars paired up the dates of the Long Count 

with Gregorian calendars and found that the current 
Great Cycle began August 13, 3114 B.C, and ends on 
December 21st, 2012. 

Bolstering their theory is that the date coincides 
with a winter solstice during which the Sun will align 
with the center of the Milky Way galaxy. When that hap-
pens, some say the Earth‘s poles will shift and every 
horrible natural disaster imaginable will come true.

2. Biblical Apocalypse
The Holy Bible is filled with prophetic statements. The 
Book of Revelation is filled with strange and awesome 
imagery that is interpreted by many in different ways. 

Revelation 16:8-9 “And they fourth poured out his 
bowl upon the sun; and it was given to it to burn 
men with fire. And men were burned with great 
heat; and the blasphemed the name of God who 
has the authority over these plagues; and they did 
not repent to give Him glory.”

The Bible Codes hold cluster after cluster describing a 
nasty solar event, as well as a terrible disaster in 2012. 
Even scientists agree that every 100 years or so, the sun 
flares up and fries the solar system.

Isaiah 30:26-27 “Moreover the light of the moon 
shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the 
sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in 
the day that the LORD bindeth up the breach of 
his people, and healeth the stroke of their wound. 
Behold, the name of the LORD cometh from far, 
burning with his anger, and the burden thereof is 
heavy: his lips are full of indignation, and his tongue 
as a devouring fire...”

The tongue of fire is an important clue. The Bible Codes 
are clear that the end of the Mayan calendar in 2012 
has some significance in regards to apocalyptic events. 
There is a large, stone-like comet due to approach the 
Earth around 2012. The destructive characteristic of 
this event is described as tongue-like.

3. Nostradamus
The most famous doomsday prophet is Nostradamus. 
He is best known for his book Les Propheties. He wrote 
his prophecies in a poetic style, in “quatrains.” Many 
of his prophecies dealt with disaster such as plagues, 
earthquakes, wars, floods and the coming of three an-
tichrists. 

In 1982, a never-before-published work of Nostra-
damus was discovered in Rome. A repeated image in 

the book is 
that of an 
eight-spoked 
wheel, which 
allegedly re-
presents the 
intersection 
of the Divine 
Cross (made 
up of the an-
gles of our 
galactic cen-
ter and the 

celestial equator) and the Terrestrial Cross (the angles 
that make up our equinox and solstice). The two crosses 
only come into alignment once every 13,000 years, and 
we‘re due for alignment in, you guessed it, 2012.

4. The I-Ching
A less popular but equally convoluted source is the I-
Ching. In the pre-800-number era of human existence, 
the people of China received their psychic advice from 

one of their oldest texts, the I-Ching. You asked the 
I-Ching a question and a certified physic flipped three 
coins in to the air, drawing a hexagram based on the 
results. This told your fortune, somehow.

The I-Ching had nothing to do with the end of the 
world until a man by the name of Terence McKenna 
came along and made a pattern out of every possible 
result. After applying this pattern to a line graph accom-
panied by a timeline of recorded history, he discovered 
that the high and low points of the graph coincided with 
several significant events.

On December 21, 2012, the line slowly dips off 
of the chart, once again supposedly indicating a world-
ending catastrophe.

5. The Hopi Indians
The Hopi are one of America‘s oldest Indian tribes, 
found in the northeastern section of Arizona. They have 
a rich mythology filled with Spider Women, Skeleton 
Men and the repeated creation and destruction of the 
Earth.

The Hopi believe time to be cyclical and made up of 
a number of worlds. When a world begins it is innocent 
and pure, but as time goes by the world and its people 
eventually become sinful. 

According to the Hopi lore, we are currently living 
in the fourth world. Sadly, due to the white man and 
his insatiable white quest for spiritless technology, we 
are rapidly approaching the Great Purification and world 
number five is just around the corner!

By Teresa Liefeith
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For the lovers of Romance...

A Heroine, 
holding the 
Hunkalicious 
Hero‘s Heart 
in her hand.
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Oh, I’m fine. If you happen to like being me, which personally I don’t. (Marvin) And then of course I’ve got this terrible pain in all the diodes down my left-hand side… (Marvin)
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Con: You cannot pack your big suitcases. You have 
to get along with small luggage. But… Maybe you won’t 
want to stay at Mars anyway, after the Earth has been 
blown to smithereens and exploded into nothingness, 
to see the empty space she once occupied. Heed the 
advice and travel light.

For those of you, whom the destruction of the earth 
gets you into a bad mood and you want to blow things 
up, make the aliens feel like you and start one or two 
wars, you might consider taking one of these with all 
their firepower and mass-destruction-weaponry:

If you think that you will have to flee (from either the 
law or the dark side of the force), I advise you to build 

yourself one of this kind out of scrap metal:

Sleek, fast, powerful, ingenious - Millennium Fal-
con. This baby makes war a play- or hiding-ground.

But I have some very special treats for the ones of 
you who work in special fields of activity. As we all know, 
delicate jobs need delicate art.

These are expert racing-ships for the adrenaline 
junkies of the surviving part of society. Sebastian Vettel 
would take one of those and make the crowds swoon for 
his speed and audacity.

Here is for the porn stars in our midst a phallus-
shaped vessel of divine beauty. The Surprise is perfect 
for taking the most pleasurable ride across the universe 
– whether you’re gay or straight.

Naturally, the way you leave is predetermined by 
your character – slowly, fast, panic stricken, cool as 
ice… But if you are somewhat undecided about the 
right style of your exit, you might want to consider the 
following ships. They are perfect in their way and defini-
tely some possibilities you might want to consider. Some 
of them are fast, some of them are comfortable, some 
of them are practical, and some of them have nothing to 
recommend them but their fame.

Now, let us begin the tour through our catalogue 
of the finest spaceships craftsmen of the whole universe 
have created. If you don’t care too much about aes-
thetics or beauty, and like a practicable spaceship, that 
is easy to park in and may blast any obstacle into not-
hingness, a Vogon spaceship is precisely what you 
want.

Just remember to not hitch a hike on one of them 
and be sure to have every allowance-paper signed, 
co-signed, re-signed and de-signed, before you enter 
one of these and then wear a mask, so no one can see 
your horror at the sight of the Vogons. They are not 
the fastest spaceships in the known universe, because 
they have to ask for permission every time they go into 
hyperspace, and because hyperspace is not the fastest 
way to travel.

If you already know where you want to go, you 
could sign up for a place on the “Voyager”. This ship 
guarantees a ride without stress and great views of the 
universe are inclusive. This will get you anywhere and 
make the journey a joyful experience.

But the true epitome of luxury-travel is the Axiom. 
If you don’t want any sorrows to penetrate your mind or 
even view, if you care for absolute relaxation and don’t 
care about bone loss, the Axiom is the spaceship you 
need. It has a pool, changes the colour of your clothes 
automatically and has a sundeck on which you can enjoy 
the view on the horsehead nebula. 

If you want to stay close and just hop to Mars, if you 
want to make a short trip, so to say, you can simply call 
a yellow (Space-)Taxi.

Pro: You can easily take your friends for a spin (very 
supportive in stressful situations) and your driver could 
be one of those hotties that makes you want to lie down 
for a bit on the backseat.

By Franziska Schweitzer

How to leave the Earth

For WArS

For ToTAl dESTrUCTIoN
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I hate that door. I’m not getting you down at all, am I? (Marvin) I think you ought to know I’m feeling very depressed. (Marvin)
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By Franziska Schweitzer

on the Use of Paper Bags 
(Before the World Ends)

There is a theory out there that it helps you to face 
the end of the world if you put a paper bag over your 
head while it happens. The film Hitchhiker’s Guide to 
the Galaxy features this theory in all its depth.

And then, as I am sure there are, there are tho-
se of you who are adventurous to their very core and 
heart. The end of our world is the birth of your univer-
se. And if you are keen to explore the unknown, enter 
your adventures on the Enterprise. This will take the 
definition of “adventure” to a new level of experience. 
Speed! Adrenaline! Awesome crew! This spaceship has 
everything you need. Even beds to sleep in, when the 
adrenaline level permits it.

She is ideal for you if you want to converse with 
other species on other planets, in other galaxies and 
the whole universe. The Enterprise takes in all who are 
willing to explore the deep space and master your fe-
ars – technicians, biologists, chemists, ex-marine or a 

camping-nerd. Feel free to go with the Enterprise.
And last, but never least, if you are simply insane, 

enjoy being a sofa or a heap of lemons, love the impro-
bable, Pangalactic Gargle-Blasters, and always 
wanted to know how it feels to travel in space, time 
and matter, have two heads, three arms, and be mad in 
an eccentric way… Then you need a Heart of Gold. I 
know… It is extremely improbable that she will pick you 
up when you need her to, and thus it will be the precise 
thing that will happen.

There are some Pro’s and Con’s to that theory.
Pro: Inhibiting your vision and therefore irritating 

and frightening information to reach your brain. The 
level of the stress-hormone adrenaline is lowered to a 
certain extent. It also dims the audio input, which lowers 
the adrenaline-level further.

Con: Paper bags do not feature high gamma-ray-
protection, nor do they have any comfort features. They 
come in a dull greyish brown that would not even suit 
Giselle Bündchen, and she could wear a haystack and 
would look pretty. But I think that the missing ray-pro-
tection is the true problem here. If they do not protect 
your head, they are useless. And if they do… What if 
the Vogons vaporize the earth? Then your head would 
be floating around in space, looking mildly bewildered 
at all the stars – for about 2 seconds, before your brain 
realizes it has no body anymore and shuts itself down.

As Ford Prefect put it, after being asked if paper 
bags would help: “No, they won’t help a bit. Bye!”

How to Make a Starship Enterprise out of an Old Floppy Disk in Ten Steps
h t t p : / / w w w . a s c i i p r 0 n . c o m / a r c h i v e / 0 0 1 3 / b o n n i e / c r a f t /

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10

f o u n d  b y  s n a
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You don’t like talking to me, do you? (Marvin)Pardon me for breathing, which I never do anyway so I don’t know why I bother to say it, oh God, I’m so depressed. (Marvin)
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The captain of a spaceship always knows a way to 
prevent his crew from the impending catastrophe. His 
creativity knows no limits, and, in the end, he can always 
count on the support of the members of his crew. Every 
captain, however, has his own method, and his particu-
lar weapons which make him invincible.

Learn from these spaceship captains, who always 
feel the threat early enough to react, and who know 
which weapon to use. Let us be inspired by our heroes 
to save our earth by ourselves.

Captain-Kirk Style
Your fists are your weapons. You dread no confrontation 
with the guys, and the girls will succumb to your charms. 
In case you don‘t have a ludicrous middle name, make 

sure to choose one. 
Rip of your shirt! The 
guys will immediately 
realize what a strong 

man you are, and I don‘t have to tell you that the girls 
will love you.

The method is quite effecxtive. You will probably 
survive 2012, and you will end your career in the high-
est ranks, and will earn lots of admiration for constantly 
proving you have the balls. However, beware that you 
will also end as a fat, singing, and miserable human 
being.

The-dark-lord Style
Be a bad boy. Make people fear you. Shout at them 
for no reason. Wear a mask to hide your face. Breath 
through the mask noisily so everyone will think you‘re 

more like a machine than 
a human being. Wear 
a cape like superman 
but color it black. Make 

By Sabrina Rink

4 Ways to Save the Earth 
from the Apocalypse

ADVERTISEMENT

hundreds of people wear a similar oufit (without the 
cape, though - that‘s for superheroes only) and let 
them train to perform a soldiers march (make sure 
to use the right soundtrack). Brainwash them so they 
will fall to the floor once you‘ve lift your hand with 
a choke-hold. Build yourself a ball-shaped spaceship 
but do not complete it to make it look more frighte-
ning.

This method will work until you meet your son. So 
make sure you won‘t have children.

Han-Solo Style
Find yourself some hairy friend. Make sure he will 
not speak but only groan. He is your bodyguard, and 
would give his life to save yours. Always feed him 
well.

You‘re hard-boiled and full of yourself. The ladies 
fall for that. However, always wear a bunch of flowers 
with you because they love that, too. Shoot them with 
your charms; you can have them all.

Oh, and let‘s not forget the enemies... Fight them 
by cheating. Build your spaceship of as much scrap 
mteal as you can find. Your enemies will think the 
spaceship is slow and has no adequate arms. In face-
to-face confrontations keep talking. Talk more than  
 

anyone can bear - in the end everyone will do what 
you please just to make you stop talking.

Make a joke now and then, and be the one who 
laughs loudest. Han-Solo style can hardly be learned; 
either you‘ve got style, or you haven‘t got it.

Captain-Picard Style
You are always cool and serious, and look like you 
have a plan, although the one who really leads your 
spaceship is your Number One. Let him do all the 
work. He‘ll suggest a course of action, and all you‘ll 
have to do is say „Make it so!“. Once you are stressed 
out because of the numerous commands you have to 
issue, always turn to the replicator and order tea, Earl 
Grey, hot.

Make sure no one will ever see you smiling. Al-
ways polish your bald head in order to prevent wo-
men from falling in love with you (which would totally 
distract you). The top of your uniform needs to be 
straightened accurately once you stand up to commu-
nicate with your enemy on the screen. Confuse your 
enemies by saying intellectual stuff.

This method is best for you when you are not as 
good-looking as Harrison Ford, or as evil as Darth 
Vader. You just want to live in your dream worlds on 
the holodeck? Then do it like Jean-Luc.
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Funny. Just when you think life can’t get any worse, it suddenly does. (Marvin)I hate and despise you all. I now declare this hapless cyberstructure open to the unthinking abuse of all who wantonly cross her. (Marvin)
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By Verena Reinhardt

Your Favourite 
Intergalactic PinUps

MArVIN

Looking for a man who’s smooth, polished, and 

a real bastard? A man who will manipulate you, 

bring you down and make you life miserable? 

Look no further! Marvin is an android with an 

incredibly negative, passive-aggressive per-

sonality, perfect for all you masochistic ladies 

out there. And thanks to his RotaLuv Pleasure 

Stick™ he will give you everything you need – 

he just won’t enjoy it!

CHEWBACCA

Want a big, protective, hairy hunk in your life? 

Chewbacca here knows just what you need! This 

30-something-year-old hottie from Endor (whe-

re everything is bigger, except Ewoks!) dreams 

about cuddling up in front of the fireplace with 

you, or taking you on a walk along the beach. 

Chewbacca is a pilot, but his favourite hobby is 

his extensive Barry White record collection.

SPoCK

Want a man who REALLY can read your 

mind? This hottie’s name is Spock, all 

the way from Vulcan, and if it’s subtle 

seduction you’re looking for, he’s the 

one for you! But he sure knows how 

keep you satisfied all night long, be-

cause his logical arguments are, ahem, 

very convincing! Are you the woman 

who can “fascinate” him? 

After 2012 the world will no longer exist. Unfor-
tunately, this also means that we will run out of human 
males. That’s right, no more Brad Pitt. Or Hugh Jack-
man, frisking around on a beach, topless. Ladies, we 
will have to look for alternatives, and Howl is already 
bringing you some today. 

Voilá: Marvin, Spock & Chewbacca - space’s sexiest 
eligible bachelors! Feel free to cut out your favourite(s) 
and pin him into your locker!
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I’m quite used to being humiliated. I can even go and stick my head in a bucket of water if you like. I’ve got one ready, wait a minute. (Marvin) The best conversation I had was 40 million years ago, and that was with a coffee machine. (Marvin)
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My Semester Insane

We are today interviewing Mr Jens Köddermeister, 
the first student ever who spent his abroad semester 
with his head in a cookie jar. He tells us all about his 
experiences.

HOWL: Jens, a cookie jar is an unusual place 
to spend your abroad semester. How did you 
hear about this new opportunity, and who 
suggested that you should be the fi rst to test 
it?
Jens: I always wanted to go mad, and the dean of the 
Department of Irresponsible Behaviour knew about this 
because I had once mentioned it in a lecture. One day, 
he met me on the corridor and asked me into his office. 
And there he told me all about it, and I said yes! He 
even helped me to get a scholarship to pay for the jar!

HOWL: Was it… a jarring experience?
Jens: Ha-ha. It’s not funny at all! Do you know how 
many people nowadays have been to France, England, 
Spain, the Dominican Republic – and still don’t know 
their way around a jar?!

HOWL: Sorry. Was madness mandatory for 
the scholarship?

Jens: No, but it helps. I asked my doctor if it was okay 
for me to try going mad, and he encouraged me, so I 
tried it – and it worked beautifully! So, I packed my stuff 
and put the jar on my head, and I was off!

HOWL: To where? Where did you spend your 
abroad time?
Jens: I don’t know, I had a jar on my head.
HOWL: Ah.
Jens: It really changes your whole point of view. The co-
lours, the sounds… everything is different down there. 
Even the way people live. 

HOWL: As far away from you as possible?
Jens: Exactly! People were a lot more joyful and passio-
nate down there, and very understanding towards me. I 
could only eat my lunch through a straw, but they never 
said a word about it. And I made some friends: a raisin 
and a spider named Harriet. 

HOWL: What was the raisin called?
Jens: She wouldn’t tell me. Anyway, we had a lot of fun. 
Being on my own in a cookie jar in a strange land made 
me a lot more independent and free-spirited. You le-
arn to trust your instincts better. When the jar vibrates, 
you’ve walked into something; and if there is a droning 
sound in your ears, it’s most likely a brass lantern post. 
You discover the most incredible things! One day, I 
guy tried to mug me, hit me on the head and broke his 
hand! 

HOWL: did you 
fi nd it hard, co-
ming back and 
fi nding back into 
your old, sane life?
Jens: At first yes, but 
then oh, Mr Butter-
hamster, we have no 
lottery tickets for you 
today, come back to-
morrow, good night! If 
I ever find that spider, 
I’ll paint it blue until it’s 
sorry!

HOWL: Thank you, Jens.

By Verena Reinhardt

Bath Bombs:
A recipe for Inspiration

Douglas Adams found his inspiration for the 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy mostly in the bathtub. 
It’s true, the book version was basically written in bet-
ween various baths. To help you get inspired as well, we 
show you how to make bath bombs out of things you 
find in your kitchen. The basis for it all is this:

Baking soda (z.B. Kaisernatron)
Citric acid (Zitronensäurepulver)

Soda and acid powder can be mixed. They won’t 
react until you throw them in water together, but then 
they start to fizz.

To form it all into a solid ball, you’ll need cocoa 
butter (from bakeries, or the internet), which you melt – 
gently, because above 40 degrees Celsius, cocoa butter 
loses its moisturizing effect. For skincare, you can also 
add cornstarch or milk powder (not Kaffeeweißer, that’s 
different stuff!). And for fun and giggles, you can add 
sea salt, food colouring, bits of leaves or algae, and of 
course essential oil (for example lavender or mint, which 
you can order at any pharmacy). 

Here’s a typical recipe (2-3 small bombs): 

100 g of soda
50 g of acid 
30 g of cocoa butter
50g of cornstarch
5 drops of essential oil

Careful with the acid: don’t breathe in any acid dust, 
don’t get it on your mucous membranes and don’t wipe 
it up with your hands wet. Always put in twice as much 
soda as acid – that way, your bathwater will be basic, 
not acidic. Other than that, just mix the ingredients to-
gether. Pour it into moulds (or, if it’s dry enough, get 
two half-spheric moulds, overfill them and squeeze 
them together. If you’re lucky, you’ll get a ball.) Then 
your bombs need to dry out for a day or two. 

Have a bath, get inspired to write a book and dest-
roy the earth on the first page!

We gave Jens this beautiful jar in 
return for the interview.
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The dew has clearly fallen with a particularly sickening thud this morning. (Marvin) Lying face downward in the dust is a very effective way of being wretched. (Marvin)
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By Teresa Liefeith

What do you do if the world does not end in 2012, 
and you’re forced to find something other to do than 
dying? Where could you go for entertainment?

Our contributor Teresa has compiled a list of 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites to visit in Germany, 

which will help you pass the rest of your life. Take the 
time to go there - we bet it will feel better than dying!

So, take this list with you, and feel free to fill in your 
private thoughts and feelings at the respective sites.

1.  Aachen Cathedral

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

2.  Speyer Cathedral

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

3.  “Liebfrauenkirche” in Trier

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

4.  Historic section of Bamberg

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

German Places to Go
(When the World Is still There) 5.  “Grube Messel”

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

6.  “Wartburg” in Eisenach

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

7.  Limes Germanicus

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

8.  The Wadden Sea

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

9.  Prehistoric pile dwellings around the Alps

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

10.  “Augustusburg” & “Falkenlust” in Brühl

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________
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Do you want me to sit in a corner and rust, or just fall apart where I’m standing? (Marvin)Life! Don’t talk to me about life! (Marvin)
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By the HOWL staff

The End of Culture

Sabrina Recommends: Raumpatrouille Orion

Only recently, I came across that wonderful German TV series of the 
60s again. I watched the seven episodes numerous times as a child, 
and was fascinated by the adventures of the crew around Captain Cliff 
McLane. Back then, I didn‘t pay much attention to the simple means 
the technical gadgets were produced with; but today, it‘s just a lot 
of fun observing flat irons, pencils sharpeners, and plastic cups used 
for control panels and room setup. The special effects were complex 
and time-consuming (post-production took more than a year). How-
ever, they show that even without the technological possibilities we 
take for granted today, you can make beautiful science-fiction movies. Plus, the jazz-laden soundtrack is timeless and 
therefore still catchy, and the plot includes a lot of humor. You want to relax and are searching for variety of today‘s soap 
monotony - why not try this?

Verena Recommends: BBC Documentaries & “History of the Pyrates”
If you’re getting bored with sitcoms, try a BBC documentary instead. Preferably with David 
Attenborough. If you ever want to see an elderly guy poke an alligator’s nest with a pointed 
stick just to see what will happen; or get cosy with a poisonous lizard; or get attacked, spat 
on, shat on or wooed by the animal kingdom, then Attenborough is for you. 

A nice book I’m reading right now is Charles Johnson’s “History of the Pyrates”. Yes, that sickness-
inducing typo was made on purpose – the book is a contemporary criminal record from 1724. If 
you want to know what the Pirates of the Caribbean were really like, get this book – the lettering 
is annoying but the style is fresh and sarcastic. And you get a few laughs, too. (By the way, Charles 
Johnson was a pseudonym. Nobody knows who really was behind this book, but some people say 
Daniel Defoe wrote it. One more reason to check it out!)

ManueL Recommends: Peep Show

They were going to call the show “POV,” but then they decided to change it 
to plain “Peep Show.” Before I’m getting your hopes or anything else up, the 
show is not about what some dear readers may think. Rather, David Mitchell 
and Robert Webb have set another milestone of British comedy. Faithful to 
the show’s title, we see the world directly through the two heroes’ eyes. Mark 
and Jeremy are flatmates, but that is all they have in common. The former is a 
conformist white collar worker, who wants nothing but the love of his colleague 

Sophie – until he gets her pregnant and is forced to marry her. Or did Jeremy get her pregnant? Jeremy, the womanising 
musician who can’t play a single instrument and who, in his mid-thirties, is still convinced that his band – he doesn’t 
have one yet – is just about to make it. Still, he has his adorably childish faith and his best mate “Super Hans.” Whether 
it’s Mark’s futile attempts to make it to the top, Jeremy’s idiocy or Super Hans’ hilarious, drug-induced ravings, “Peep 
Show” may sound like a bunch of nonsense. But it certainly is the best sort of side-splitting nonsense anyone has pro-
duced in years.

By Franziska Schweitzer

Advertisement - Working 
with Words for Money

Advertisement … That sounds annoying at first, I 
know. And the adverts you usually see and receive are of 
the most horrible kind. I must know. I am a copywriter. 

Me and my colleagues are responsible for the di-
alogues you hear on the radio, the spots you see on 
the TV-screen and in the cinema, for the e-mails, and 
even for the websites you use daily. But our responsi-
bility only goes so far. The firms we work for are often 
very conservative. They tell us what to write or how to 
write it, because they fear your judgement. They try to 
avoid polarization and clear cut statements. They want 
everybody to love them, and that often ends with ever-
ybody hating them, due to their ambivalence and boring 
appearance.

But there are firms which are different. Apple, Coca 
Cola, Pepsi, BMW, Mercedes, AXE, Canon … Every-
body knows these “lovebrands”, because they polarize. 
They make statements. You can love them or hate them, 
but you can’t ignore them. And that’s what advertising 
is all about.

Being seen. Being heard. Being recognized.
All that we copywriter and art designer want is your 

attention, and to make you interact with the brand, and 
thus: us.

The “old” ways of advertising via radio, billposters 
and TV-ads has become too much “one-way”. We told 
you what to buy and how to use it. But now we try 
to make you work with the brand through our creative 
ideas. This is called dialogue-marketing-strategy. And 
it works – mostly via the internet. We try to make you 
spend time with us, identify yourself with the brand, and 
like it so much, you praise it in front of your friends. 
These are the brands we like to work for, because they 
are fun, and you can be a lot more creative in the way 
you create the ad.

This job requires a creative mind, a mind that has 
unconventional ideas, and thinks differently. It is a 
stressful job. You sometimes have to work in the eve-
ning or even at night in order to make the deadline. 

Your colleagues might easily drive you crazy, because 
creative people don’t always work together smoothly.  
When you’re a freelancer, as I am now, you get hired 
by different agencies, work for them on hourly wages, 
and get deadlines that died yesterday. But it still is fun, 
I love my job, and have a lot of fun working with words 
for money. It helps to see restrictions not as restrictions 
but as challenges.

Everything is a challenge, as far as advertisement 
is concerned: The timings, the briefings, the deadlines, 
the colleagues, the parties. But you are a trendsetter 
and often work at the most beautiful places, e.g. Ham-
burg (Landungsbrücken and Binnenalster).

That is the 
reason why I like 
it so much. You 
may not stand 
still. You have to 
evolve in order 
to stay tuned. 
And you see the 
craziest things 
on a daily basis.
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Now I lay me down to sleep / Try to count electric sheep / Sweet dream wishes you can keep / How I hate the night. (Marvin)Now the world has gone to bed / Darkness won’t engulf my head / I can see by infrared / How I hate the night. (Marvin)
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Some ex-HOWLies tell you what your career options are after your studies.
Naturally, this list is not exhaustive.

What to do with 
Geisteswissenschaften

GIdEoN HABErKorN

1. Where do you work, what did you study? 
I studied in the old days before all this BA/MA nonsen-
se, so I have a Magister in Anglistik, Amerikanistik and 
Philosophie as well as an Erstes Staatsexamen in Eng-
lisch and Philosophie. After my Referendariat and Se-
cond Staatsexamen, I am now teaching at a Gymnasium 
in Wiesbaden, and have been for the past three years.

None of the seminars on teaching I had to take at 
Uni were any use to me at all, by the way. Total waste of 
time and taxpayer‘s money. And even the Referendariat 
is of limited use in preparing you what it‘s really like to 
teach full time.  Learn as much as you can about educa-
tion and learning. Do that on your own.

 
2. How do you get a start in this business?
Getting a start was fairly easy for me and the handful of 
generations before and after, because so many teachers 
were retiring, and the switch from G9 to G8 meant that 
there would be a Doppeljahrgang and an extra need 
for teachers. By the time you finish your Referendariat, 
most of the old teachers will have retired, the Doppel-
jahrgang will be a thing of the past, so getting a job will 
become more difficult. Not impossible, of course, but 
difficult. 

3. For whom would / wouldn‘t you recom-
mend a career in your fi eld?
Don’t pick teaching because because the word Beam-
tenstatus gives you visions of a safe and peaceful job 
with few if any duties. You are paid for a fixed number 
of hours each week, and if it takes you longer to update 
your student files, correct all the tests, have meetings 
with parents, organize class trips and whatnot, then that 
is your problem. But how you organize that work is lar-
gely up to you. So one big plus of the job is flexibility.

 Pick teaching because you thoroughly understand 
your subject, because you love your subject, and be-

cause you want to communicate that love. If you find 
your subject interesting, you will find ways to show 
others why it is fascinating. And if it works, it will not 
even feel like work. Sure, there are days when every 
lesson seems to be an uphill battle, and you leave school 
completely drained and exhausted, only to go home to 
more preparation and corrections. But there are days 
when the morning just whizzes past and you get that 
warm glow of having broadened young minds.

 I think you need to be a bit of an idealist. Your job 
is not just to teach students vocabulary and grammar. 
Your job is to help them become people. You will either 
be a role model or a bad example. But: Don‘t overdo 
the idealism. It is usually a bad idea to watch films about 
teachers who change the lives of all their students. 

4. What are your plans and perspectives for 
the future?
You start as a teacher, and there is not really anywhere 
to go. Sure, you can aim for a promotion into more 
administrative jobs, but teachers mostly remain teachers 
for thirty years or so.

ASTrId WEISSMANN

1. Where do you work, what did you study? 
I currently work at Otto Harrassowitz subscription agen-
cy in Wiesbaden-Erbenheim. Subscription agencies act 
as an intermediary between university libraries and pub-
lishers, which makes life easier for both parties. Libraries 
ask us to handle their journal subscriptions, so that they 
do not have to contact each publisher themselves. They 
can set up their preferred parameters with us, and we 
handle the ordering, claiming, invoicing, etc.

I studied Anglistik, and it certainly helps that I stu-
died the language, but a university degree is not man-
datory for this job.

2. How do you get a start in this business?
Basically, you just apply to job offers - that‘s what I did 
at least. You don‘t need lots of internships in your CV in 
order to get invited to a job interview. Experience in any 
customer service field would be good.

3. For whom would / wouldn‘t you recom-
mend a career in your fi eld?
It‘s the perfect job for all students of the Humanities 
that only have a vague idea of what they want to do af-
ter they‘ve finished their studies. The expert knowledge 
required for this job is minimal, you will get in-depth 
job training in all fields. My boss prefers to employ stu-
dents, as they often have soft skills that can be very 
useful in the customer service sector (self-organisation, 
scientific research methods, etc.).

I wouldn‘t recommend a career in subscription ma-
nagement for all who expect to get paid according to 
their educational background. Salaries are nowhere near 
anything that a business economist earns.

4. What are your plans and perspectives for 
the future?
My career development has been quite colourful so far. 
I started out as regular subscription agent, handling or-
ders, claims and publisher‘s invoices. In 2010, I swit-
ched teams to special operations, individual customer 
service and online management, which requires higher 
technical skills and includes a higher level of responsi-
bility. Lately, I‘ve been promoted to the support level, 
which focuses on project management, workflow coor-
dination and customer and publisher support. In all, my 
salary has been raised by 550 EUR in three years, so 
don‘t be too deterred by the low entry-level salary, there 
is plenty of upward potential.

Once you have a foot in the door of the publi-
shing industry other job opportunities open up regu-
larly. I know from colleagues who‘ve changed jobs that 
publishers and other service providers like to employ 
subscription agents because of their experience with 
high-level service.

AlEX GAJIC
Alex blogs about film and media at

www.alexandergajic.de.

1. Where do you work, what did you study? 
I‘m a programmer for movies at 3sat and the digital 
channel ZDFkultur. I‘m involved in selecting films for 
TV and making sure there is a press text to go with 

them. Before that, I worked as a print journalist. I‘m 
one of the last Magisters and majored in film studies 
with Anglistik and Publizistik as minor subjects, class 
of 2007.

2. How do you get a start in this business?
Do internships. If you can, do them at the places where 
you actually would want to work later on. Be nice to 
people, stick out, make them remember you, keep in 
contact, spend your lunch breaks with them. Do some 
good work while you‘re there and practice your craft on 
the side with odd jobs or stuff like blogging (or HOWL). 
If everything fits together well, they will ask you to come 
back, at least that‘s what happened to me. Twice.

3. For whom would / wouldn‘t you recom-
mend a career in your fi eld?
It sounds like such a truism, but you need to be commu-
nicative to work in communication. If you‘re not open 
and willing to talk to people, more or less regardless of 
context, if you‘re not curious to learn about stuff you 
don‘t know much about, this is not the place for you. 
It‘s helpful if you know how to use newer technologies 
- computers, the internet and so on. Amazingly, there 
is still a niche that needs to be occupied in companies 
everywhere and will continue to grow as the internet 
continues to take over our lives. Also, if you‘re a jerk, I 
don‘t want you in my field. Go away, please, there‘s too 
many of you around already.

4. What are your plans and perspectives for 
the future?
The ZDF is a big place which - at least in theory - offers 
a lot of opportunities if I ever get bored with my cur-
rent job. Apart from that, there is the whole incestuous 
cesspool of the media/culture-scene to choose from 
(which, in Germany, includes a lot of institutions foste-
red or run by the state or the big churches). Right now, 
though, I‘m trying to get myself to think in longer cycles 
again and, for a while, enjoy what I‘m doing right now, 
before a zombie apocalypse renders all options moot 
anyway.

MANUEl MEFFErT

1. Where do you work, what did you study? 
I recently started a traineeship at PRIME Research here 
in Mainz where I’m aspiring to become what they call a 
“News Manager.” My major at JGU was American Stu-
dies. My minors were History and Political Science.
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Wearily I sit here, pain and misery my only companions. And vast intelligence of course. And infinite sorrow. (Marvin) Ha, my life is but a box of wormgears! (Marvin)
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2. How do you get a start in this business?
I guess I always wanted to do work in the media, now I 
work with media. That’s what PRIME does: we analyse 
all kinds of media and provide our clients with the re-
sults which then enables us to plan our clients’ future 
strategies, for example, in certain markets. The clients 
are from all sorts of businesses: car manufacturers, che-
mical companies and the like.

As for getting a start in the business: A friend of 
mine is a project manager at PRIME and she asked me 
if I would be interested in a traineeship. And, if you 
haven’t guessed by now, my answer was “yes.” But it’s 
probably an open secret anyway that PRIME truly wel-
comes every student – or graduate – eager to take their 
first steps in the field.

3. For whom would / wouldn‘t you recom-
mend a career in your field?
If you’re not an early morning person, the job is probab-
ly not for you. My team starts working on our newsletter 
at 5 a.m. to enable CEOs at GM and Opel to read it 
while sipping their morning coffee. 

When there’s a lot of media coverage, there is a 
lot of material that has to be collected and comprised 
into compact form. But it’s really gratifying when you’re 
done and can send out a newsletter knowing quite a 
few important people – whatever that may mean – will 
read them. 

And personally, I really like being constantly sur-
rounded by news. The access to all of these media is 
exciting. What I also think made it very easy for me to 
adapt to the team is the age of other members. Most 
of the people are about my age and, having studied 
in Mainz, I even knew a few of them before I started. 
I think that makes for rather flat hierarchies and I like 
that.

 
4. What are your plans and perspectives for 
the future?
I’d like to know more about that, too. Seriously, my trai-
neeship will run for two years and hopefully I’ll still be 
working for PRIME after that. I’ve obviously not reached 
the top of the ladder and there may be projects that I’ll 
be managing on my own in the future. 

As I said, our teams are fairly young – hardly anyone 
near their late 30s. So at the moment it’s hard for me to 
imagine myself working there as a 70-year-old. It would 
certainly be interesting to change sides, if you will, and 
work for one of our clients in a few years. But we’ll just 
have to see what happens.

SABrINA rINK

1. Where do you work, what did you study?  
I’m working as a trainee at Verlag Hermann Schmidt 
Mainz, the leading specialist publisher in typography, 
graphic design, and creativity in Germany. Our in-house 
sister company is the printer Universitätsdruckerei H. 
Schmidt. My job is right at the interface of those two 
businesses, planning and surveying the production pro-
cesses of beautifully made books.

I have a Magister’s degree in American Studies and 
Book Studies.

2. How do you get a start in this business?
I answered a job advertising at the bulletin board of the 
Book Studies department. I did not have a very precise 
idea of what the job would be like but already back then, 
I admired the work of my two bosses, and therefore 
wanted to work for them, and with them. I’ve always 
loved books, and they are sensual objects to me. This 
proved to be at the heart of my job.

I guess that besides my passion, a good knowledge 
of English made me get the job because my employer 
works with international partners a lot.

3. For whom would / wouldn‘t you recom-
mend a career in your field?
You need organization skills, and a talent to communi-
cate with all kinds of people (authors, designers, sup-
pliers, forwarding agents, sometimes booksellers, and 
end customers). It’s furthermore helpful to be able to 
easily understand technical processes (printing, book-
binding). In the kind of publishing house I work for (de-
signers’ branch), you’d probably also need at least some 
interest in the arts and in the book as an object.

Also, it’s a small company, and the colleagues are 
like a second family – that’s something you will either 
enjoy, or you will hate it.

4. What are your plans and perspectives for 
the future?
The traineeship is for 1.5 years, and my time is up in 
late November 2012. Because of the company’s small 
size, there is probably no chance to stay there. How-
ever, its good name and the experience gained will sure 
qualify me for a job in another publishing house.

Mainzer Burns Night

Die Burns’ Night an der Uni Mainz hat sich inner-
halb weniger Jahre von einer kleinen Fachschaftsparty 
zur größten Burns’ Night auf dem europäischen Fest-
land gewandelt – dieses Jahr mit über 300 Besuchern. 
Damit ging auch die Organisation der Party vom Fach-
bereich Englisch zum Studierendenwerk über. Und vor 
die Hunde.

Denn die diesjährige Veranstaltung litt unter diver-
sen Orga-Problemen. Die Party begann eine gute Drei-
viertelstunde später als geplant; und riesige, unnötige 
Pausen zwischen verschiedenen Reden und Toasts sorg-
ten dafür, dass die Ceidlidh-Tanzerei erst vier Stunden 
nach Einlaß anfangen konnte. 

Übers Essen wollen wir gar nicht reden (haha – na-
türlich wollen wir das): zusätzlich zum Haggis gab es 
eine „vegetarische Alternative“ (sprich: eine Zucchini). 

Die man vorbestellt haben musste! Das wurde einem 
leider weder beim Kartenverkauf, noch auf den Karten 
oder Flyern mitgeteilt. Vegetarier, die nicht hellseherisch 
begabt waren, mussten deshalb mit zwei Batzen Fertig-
Kartoffelbrei Vorlieb nehmen. (Die Verfasserin schaffte 
es gerade noch, zwei Löffel voll von dem Zeug zu ver-
drücken, bevor sie das Essen aufgab und stattdessen 
aus dem Brei ein kotzendes Gesicht formte und den 
Teller zurückgab – der künstlerische Aufwand wurde 
kaum gewürdigt.)

Aber vergessen wir all den Ärger und wenden uns 
dem Tanzvergnügen zu – Ceilidh! Na ja, auf den Ceilidh 
musste man leider ziemlich lange warten, da die Orga 

ohne Mark Berninger offensichtlich aufgeschmissen war, 
und der gerade etwas Dringendes erledigen musste. Als 
es dann los gehen konnte, merkte der Besucher, was 
einem eigentlich schon der gesunde Menschenverstand 
hätte sagen sollen: Der schicke Saal in der alten Mensa 
hat keine gute Akustik. Wenn 300 aufgekratzte Leute 
sich darin befinden, reicht die Magie eines Mikrofons 
bestenfalls 5 Meter weit, und wer nicht direkt vor der 
Bühne stand, bekam wenig den Tanzanweisungen mit. 
Auf diese Weise 300 Leute zu koordinieren – ein Ding 
der Unmöglichkeit für beide Seiten! Tanzen leider auch. 

Dass es am Ende des Abends keine Kollateralschäden 
zu beklagen gab, grenzt an ein Wunder. 

Fazit: Die Burns’ Night ist dabei, gepflegt an ihrer 
eigenen Größe zu ersticken. Offensichtlich überfordert 
die Organisation das Studierendenwerk; vielleicht sollte 
man das Ganze mal wieder ein paar Stufen runter neh-
men und mehr Wert auf Machbarkeit legen. Nach den 
diesjährigen Erfahrungen kann man außerdem davon 
ausgehen, dass  die Mainzer Burns’ Night zusammen-
bricht, sobald Mark Berninger nur das Gebäude ver-
lässt… aber zum Glück wird uns der diesjährige Welt-
untergang das nächstjährige Trauerspiel ersparen.

Von Verena Reinhardt




